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Ryton Federation Year 6 Medium Term Plan

	Subject
	
	Living Things and their Habitats

	Living Things and Their Habitats
	Key Vocabulary
	Key vocabulary:
classification system; taxonomy; vertebrates; invertebrates; micro-organisms; plants; algae; mosses; liverworts; ferns; horsetails; conifers; flowering plants; animals; insects; spiders; snails; segmented worms; fish; amphibians; reptiles; birds; mammals; echinoderms; molluscs; crustaceans; flat worms; round worms; phylum; class; order; family; genus; species; fungi; bacteria; virus; protists; vaccination; symbiotic; parasite; toxins; unicellular; multi-cellular; autotroph; heterotroph; membrane; cell; nucleus; DNA; exoskeleton; 


	
	Lesson 
	Lesson 1
	Lesson 2
	Lesson 3
	Lesson 4
	Lesson 5 
	Lesson 6

	Science
Living things and their habitats
	Key Objectives 
	Understand the features of all living things 
	Know about the work of Carl Linnaeus and his binomial classification system. 
	Identify similarities and differences between the broad classification groups of living things.
	Understand that there are 7 groups of vertebrates and 5 groups of invertebrates. 
	Understand the 5 main groups of plants
	Understand the main groups of micro-organisms and know how some micro-organisms are helpful and others harmful

	
	Suggested activities 
	Use the acronym MRSGREN to identify the characteristics of all living things. Apply MRSGREN to identify how different living things display these features (including plants)
	Learn about Carl Linnaeus and his work and research taxonomic groups. Complete taxonomic pyramid for common animals. 
	Classify plants and animals in a range of ways eg numbered keys, Venn diagrams and Carroll diagrams. Explain reasons for classifying in this way.
	Recap work in Y 4- introduce the full range of vertebrates and invertebrates. Use secondary sources to research the characteristics of animals in the different groups of vertebrates and invertebrates. (Focus on the newly introduced groups: bony fish, cartilaginous fish, arthropods, echinoderms, crustaceans, round and flat worms)
Use observable features or classification keys to classify given animals into these groups
	Use a dichotomous key to sort plants found on the school grounds. 
Use the characteristics of a given plant to assign it to a plant group
	Group micro-organisms into helpful or harmful. Research an aspect of how micro-organisms help us. Learn about the work of Robert Jenner and his invention of vaccination.

	
	Assessment opportunities
Exceeding
	Pupil can explain all the features of all living things
	Pupil can describe the work of Carl Linnaeus in creating a binomial classification system. Pupil can describe and name the 7 levels of taxonomic rank used to identify all living things.
	Pupil can identify differences and similarities between different classification groups
	Pupil understands that both vertebrates and invertebrates are divided into groups and can name some of these groups. Pupil can identify all 7 vertebrate and 5 invertebrate groups
	Pupil understands that plants are separated into different groups and can name some of these groups. Pupil can name all 5 plant groups and explain their main features
	Pupil can name at least 2 positive and negative effects of micro-organisms

	
	Working scientifically
	
	Understand the work of famous scientists
Explain how scientific ideas change over time.
	Explain scientific ideas using appropriate scientific vocabulary. 
	Identify appropriate secondary sources to research ideas and ask questions
	
	






	Not on Track
	On Track
	Exceeding
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