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Ryton Federation Year 4 Medium Term Plan

	Subject
	
	Lesson 1
	Lesson 2
	Lesson 3
	Lesson 4
	Lesson 5

	Liv
	Key Vocabulary
		classification; groups; branching database (dichotomous key); vertebrates; invertebrates; exoskeleton; endoskeleton; mammals; reptiles; amphibians; birds; fish; snails; slugs; worms; spiders; insects; flowering plants; non-flowering plants; environment; eco-system; pollution; damage; deforestation; global warming; floods; litter; desertification; drought; nature reserves; conservation; habitat; camouflage; organism; species; conditions; characteristics; adaptations

	




	
	Lesson 
	Lesson 1
	Lesson 2
	Lesson 3
	Lesson 4
	Lesson 5 
	Lesson 6

	Science
Living things and Their Habitats
	Key Objectives 
	Name the main animal and plant groups 
	Recognise that living things can be grouped in a variety of ways.
Know the main groups of vertebrates and their key characteristics
	Recognise that living things can be grouped in a variety of ways.
Know the main groups of invertebrates and their key characteristics
	Recognise that living things can be grouped in a variety of ways. 
Know the 2 main types of plants and their key characteristics

	Explore and use classification keys to help group, identify and name a variety of living things in their local and wider environment.
	Recognise that environments can change and that this can sometimes pose dangers to living things. 


	
	Suggested activities 
	Describe the difference between plants and animals. Describe the main animal and plant groups
	Look at the groups of vertebrates- amphibians, reptiles, fish, birds and mammals and some of their defined characteristics.
Classify vertebrates into the  groups. Spot the ‘odd one out’  and create own questions like this. Research unusual vertebrates eg armadillos and turtles. 
	Learn the characteristics of the main groups of invertebrates- insects, annelids (worms) arachnids and molluscs
Categorise given invertebrates into the 4 groups and discuss whether statements about the different groups are true/ false
Set up pitfall traps in local environment and examine invertebrates found (used for classification in lesson 5) 
	Learn the 2 main types of plants- flowering and non-flowering. 
Look at photographs of different plants and read description of their life cycle.  Categorise as flowering/ non-flowering plants.
	Follow a simple dichotomous (branching) classification key to identify living things.
Create a dichotomous classification key using liquorice allsorts. 
Create a classification key for the invertebrates captured by pitfall traps.
	Look at photographs of environments where they have been positively changed eg Clara Vale Nature reserve. Look at photographs where environments have been negatively affected eg pollution, deforestation etc. Discuss the effect of both. Introduce the terms habitat, environment, ecosystem.
Look at food chains- discuss the effect of removing/ introducing a species.


	
	Assessment opportunities
Exceeding
	Pupil can name the main animal and plant groups describing their features
Pupils can identify animals and plants from a range of habitats by their key features
	Pupil can name the main animal and plant groups describing their features
Pupils can identify animals and plants from a range of habitats by their key features
	Pupil can name the main animal and plant groups describing their features
Pupils can identify animals and plants from a range of habitats by their key features
	Pupil can name the main animal and plant groups describing their features
Pupils can identify animals and plants from a range of habitats by their key features
	Pupil can use a dichotomous key to identify groups of animals and plants
Pupil can create a simple dichotomous key to identify some living things in their local environment
Pupil can use a variety of identification keys to identify groups of animals and within groups individual species
	Pupil can explain how some plants and animals can adapt to changing environmental conditions
Pupils begin to explore and describe the long term adaptations living things make in response to environmental change which are not reversible

	
	Working scientifically
	Identify differences and similarities and use them to classify
	Identify differences and similarities and use them to classify
	Carry out field work in the local environment
	Carry out field work in the local environment
	Classify and record in a variety of ways
	Identify changes related to scientific ideas and processes






	Not on Track
	On Track
	Exceeding
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